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Two Pugh family heirlooms, a 
camera and a photo album, 
travelled the country and 
came together again in the 
summer of 2016 to contribute 
to family history. The camera 
is an Eastman Kodak Camera 
#2 Bull’s Eye model 1898 – 
manufactured between 1895 
and 1913. While the pictures 
in the album are undated, 
given the subjects, the places, 
and known family timeline 
they are certainly from about 
1900 – 1904 in northern 
Idaho.  

The camera belonged to my paternal grand Uncle John Pugh and his wife Lizzie. They 
moved from Iowa to homestead in northern Idaho (Nez Perce area) in 1899. His 
brother, my grandfather David Pugh, his wife Mary and children remained in Iowa, but 
John and Lizzie took David and Mary’s second oldest child -- Thomas Maurice, who 
was born in June 1894 -- with them to Idaho. Why? Perhaps because John and Lizzie 
had no children of their own, David and Mary thought to share their bounty of 
children? Perhaps David and Mary planned to join them in Idaho in the near future? 

John and Lizzie might have purchased the camera in Iowa for the great adventure 
west to homestead in Idaho, or perhaps it was purchased in Idaho. The camera is 
known to have gone to Santa Ana, California with John and Lizzie and apparently 
came to Fort Benton, Montana with David after the deaths of Lizzie and John. At some 
point the camera came to be in my father’s possession in Polson, Montana, then in 
Eugene, Oregon with my mother, and then to Bainbridge Island with me when I 
acquired many of the family heirlooms. 

I first saw the photo album in Turlock, California in the spring of 2015 when I reached 
out to a cousin living there whom I had not seen since we were children. He brought 
up a treasure trove of pictures and albums from his basement. When I first looked at 



the pictures in this album, I knew it had to have belonged to John and Lizzie in Idaho 
during their brief time there (1899 to 1903/1904). 

And most amazingly, it has a photo of a young boy 
labeled “Tommie and his dog.” The child, Thomas 
Maurice, had been tragically killed in an accident in 
April 1902 (just short of his 8th birthday) while living 
with his Uncle John and Aunt Lizzie. This picture 
must be of that little boy (who was an older brother 
of my dad) and whom the family still refers to as 
“Tommy.” As far as I know, it is the only photo of this 
little boy. 

Where has the album been all these years and where 
is it now? We don’t know if the album went to Santa 
Ana with John and Lizzie (and the camera) or 
perhaps they left it with David and Mary, who had 
moved to Idaho shortly after Tommy’s death. In any 
case, at some point, it must have ended up in Fort 
Benton, Montana like the camera since that is where my cousin and his family lived. At 
some point it came into my cousin’s possession at his home in Turlock, California. 

The camera and the photo album are currently back together at my home in 
Bainbridge Island by way of a family reunion in Portland in 2016. My cousin brought 
the album with him to the reunion and loaned it to me. I will be doing more sleuthing 
of the secrets it might hold and will get the very best scans possible made (especially 
of Tommy). I will return it to my cousin, who now lives in Fort Benton, Montana again. I 
shudder to think at how many different points and in how many different ways might 
these two objects have gone astray from each other forever. Or if not astray, unknown 
to be connected but for the gift of genealogical research. 


