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I recently got some good news. My daughter and her husband are expecting twins! 
They had not undergone fertility treatment, so the doctor asked whether multiple 
births run in the family. Because of my genealogy hobby, I was able to answer that 
question. 

Last fall, I took a research trip to Charleston, South Carolina. At the College of 
Charleston’s Avery Research Center, I discovered my great-grandparents’ marriage 
certificate dated 1877. It was in the file of a cousin who passed away a few years ago. 
(As we’ve learned, it pays to research collaterals!) 

The file also contained a page from the family Bible. On it my great-grandmother, 
Louisa Moultrie Harleston, had written the names and dates of birth for eight 
individuals. Five of the names were familiar, including my grandfather’s, but three 
were unknown: William, Arthur and Ethelin Harleston. Who were they? 

I searched online but came up empty. One day, while sifting through the scores of 
documents acquired on my trip, I found a second page from the family Bible. This one 
showed dates of death for William, Arthur and Ethelin. All three had died young, 
which may be why no one ever mentioned them. 

William and Arthur were twins born on Dec. 1, 
1885, but Arthur was underdeveloped and died 
at one month old. My great-grandmother then 
had a daughter, Ethelin, on March 14, 1888, but 
the new baby developed acute bronchitis and 
lived only five weeks. William, the surviving twin, 
passed away later that year at 21⁄2 years old. 

South Carolina death records from 1821-1961 
are online, and I found two of the three children 
in them. By knowing their dates of death, I 
learned how they died. I’m still searching for 
William’s. I was able to tell my daughter that her 
grandmother’s grandmother had twins, 
something we would not have known if not for 
that genealogy research trip.


