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Did you make it to this year’s annual holiday party? The newly re-named “Genealogy 
Fest” was held December 15th at the LDS Church. There were dozens of tasty holiday 
cookies and other treats, as well as a table of maps, books and other references 
available for the taking. But the highlight was the “Show and Tell” portion. Members 
had a chance to present family treasures or research items to their fellow genealogy 
enthusiasts. Among the special items shared were two family bibles, a silver mirror, 
family genealogies and photographs, each with its own engaging story.  

I wasn’t sure I could come up with something to bring. Last year I brought a family 
photograph and a book that told the tale of their immigration. It led to a great 
discussion and, months later, a skill building presentation. So, I wanted to come up 
with something that might initiate another interesting conversation.  

One of the first thrilling discoveries in my research happened when I was able to track 
my maternal grandmother’s line back to the Mayflower. I knew at least two or three 
BIGS members who had submitted applications to the Mayflower society to verify their 
connection. I wondered how many more of our members might have a connection as 
well. So, I printed out the list of the Mayflower passengers who lived to have 
descendants and invited people who could claim an ancestor on the list to pin their 
names to the display. An interesting result – while about 12% of current US citizens 
had an ancestor on the Mayflower, about 33% of those at our Genealogy Fest did. 

The display led to another great discussion. Sylvia Nelson unrolled her genealogy 
chart that showed she could claim not one ancestor, but 23 ancestors on the 
Mayflower! Mary Ferm brought a copy of her multipage application to the Mayflower 
Society and a binder filled with supporting documents. (She is waiting to hear back 
regarding her acceptance.) Sue Hassenmiller’s husband Ken is a descendant too – in 
fact, Ken, Sylvia and Mary all can claim passenger George Soule as their ancestor. 
Another seven members present posted their various connections.  

A group of us tried to recall how many folks originally came on the Mayflower, when it 
left England, how long the journey took, and all the other details that we probably 
knew back in fifth grade. It was a challenge and so Google’s help was enlisted.  

Did you know there were 102 passengers on the Mayflower and that 45 of them died 
during the first winter? Or that the Pilgrims had intended to land in Northern Virginia, 



more precisely the mouth of the Hudson River which was part of Virginia at the time? 
The voyage, which was to start in the summer of 1620 met with a couple of false starts 
and didn’t get underway until the 6th of September. They reached Cape Cod in early 
November, after 66 days at sea.  

Currently, there are an estimated 30 million living descendants of the original 
Mayflower passengers around the world. Apparently quite a few of these folks are 
right here on Bainbridge!  

For a thorough and fascinating look at the Mayflower and the settlement at Plymouth, 
try Mayflower by Nathaniel Philbrick, 2006. All your questions, and more, will be 
answered. You can check it out or download it from Kitsap Regional Library.  

For help in your early New England research, BIGS mentor Claire Smith recommends: 
The Great Migration Directory: Immigrants to New England 1620-1640 by Robert 
Charles Anderson is an important resource for anyone who is researching their early 
New England ancestors. This index of all immigrant families for the entire Great 
Migration, from 1620 to 1640, includes individuals not previously covered in the 
Great Migration series. Each entry lists the year of migration, origin (if known), 
residences in New England and the best sources for that information.


