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Once Upon A Time... 
...Two young people immigrated to the United States from Ireland. John Thomas 
Wynne and Winifred Marn were both  born in Tubbercurry, County Sligo. However, 
they were not  acquainted with each other in Ireland. Each of them had an  uncle in 
New York City who sponsored their entrances into  the country. They met in New York 
and were so unhappy  with the way the Irish were treated there that "they traveled  by 
buggy and two horses with a cow tied on behind” to  Illinois. “At night, they slept 
under the buggy." There may  have been 
other family members with them.  

I first heard this account from ‘Granny 
Wynne,’ my  husband’s grandmother and 
the daughter-in-law of the  above-
mentioned couple. My mother-in-law has 
also  shared it with me many times, and I 
have loved hearing it.  This is a cherished 
story in the Wynne family, and one not to  
be disputed! But – is it true?  

There are a couple of other tidbits that have 
come out in  conversations over the years. 
One is that Winnie  immigrated when she 
was 18. Other bits are that John had  a 
brother in Joliet, Illinois, and a brother 
named Dennis, not  necessarily being one in the same.   

Winifred Marn was born on April 16, 1855. If she  immigrated at 18, in theory, she 
would have arrived  between April 15, 1873 and April 16, 1874. On the 1910 U.  S. 
census, it was recorded she arrived in 1872 and was not naturalized. So far, no record 
has been located that documents her arrival into the United States. 

Likewise, it was reported that John immigrated in 1872. While it has not been 
undeniably proven, there is a passenger list entry for a John Wynne arriving in New 
York on the S. S. Calabria on April 15, 1872. This record shows he was born in Ireland 
and was 20 years of age. Since John’s birthday was May 12, 1851, this 



information is consistent. Reviewing the passenger list did not yield any other 
passengers with the names Wynne or Marn in any of their variations. 

After reviewing the great number of records located for this  couple, as well as 
correspondence with a distant relation, here is  what seems to have occurred.   

A man named Dennis Wynne (b. 1844; likely John’s older brother)  immigrated to the 
United States in 1862. He enlisted in the 36th Illinois Infantry, Co. B on May 15, 1862. 
He was shot in the  forehead, left without being discharged, and was in hospital at the  
conclusion of the war. On February 12, 1870, Dennis married Mary Marren (Marn) in 
Kankakee County, Illinois (Illinois Statewide  Marriage Index 1763 – 1900). Between 
1877 (birth of fourth child  in Illinois) and 1880, they moved their family to Adams 
County,  Nebraska, where Dennis and Mary lived out their lives.   

In the meantime, both John and Winnie made their way to Illinois.  They were married 
in Will County on January 12, 1876 (Illinois  Statewide Marriage Index 1763 – 1900). 
Their first two children,  Mary Jane and James Frank, were born in Illinois. Their family 
is  also enumerated in Adams County, Nebraska, in 1880.  Interestingly, some of their 
children have the same names as  some of Dennis’ children: Ella, John, and Morgan 
(Mark).  

In the Nebraska State Census for 1885, there was the Dennis  Wynne family, the John 
Wynne family, and the Patrick Marren (who  also has a daughter named Winifred) 
family. The relationships  among the families are not yet absolutely clear. However, it  
appears that Dennis and John are brothers, along with the  unnamed brother 
(possibly John Wynne who died in 1939 in  Joliet, Illinois). These men likely had an 
uncle in New York City  who sponsored them into the United States. There are several  
possibilities, which will require further research. 

Patrick Marren is very likely a cousin to Winifred (Marn) Wynne.  These two must have 
also had an uncle in New York City, if the  family lore is to be supported.   

Ultimately, in 1886, John and Winnie homesteaded in Banner  County, Nebraska. The 
youngest four children, Clarence, Florence,  Mark, and Ethel, were born in Banner 
County. The family was  enumerated in Gabe Rock Precinct in 1900, and Flowerfield  
Precinct in 1910. In 1915, they removed to Pine Bluffs, Laramie  County, Wyoming, 
where they remained until their deaths. John  died in 1924, Winifred in 1942. They are 
both buried in the Pine  Bluffs Cemetery.  



Though there is much left to be discovered about this family, both  John and Winnie 
seem to have come from the same vicinity in  Ireland. It appears very likely that they 
each did have an uncle in  New York and they each made their way to Illinois. The 
means by  which they did that is not certain and there is no proof they  traveled 
together. They did marry and have a family.  
So, is the family story fact or fiction? Whatever the case, these  were brave young 
people who left their homeland to begin a new  and, hopefully, better life. As far as we 
can tell, they lived happily  ever after.
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