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1773 - THE MARRIAGE 
Let’s pretend that you have been invited to attend a wedding in March of 1773, in 
Prince William County, Virginia Colony.  

The bride, Catherine, is the daughter of the Reverend James Scott, Rector of Dettigen 
Parish in Dumfries. The groom is Doctor William Brown of Alexandria. Perhaps Martha 
and George Washington will attend; they have entertained the young couple at 
Mount Vernon.  

Imagine that on March 11, 1773, you read the Marriage Announcement in the Virginia 
Gazette. Mr. William Rind, Publisher and Editor, is in fine form, writing a twelve-line 
poem about the bride and groom. Mr. Rind also takes this opportunity to display his 
wit as a social commentator. Does his tone seem familiar to you? Can you liken it to 
some of today’s journalism? “The Onion?” or a “tweet?” 

MARRIAGES 

Doctor WILLIAM BROWN of Alexandria, to Miss SCOTT, daughter of the Reverend Mr. 
Scott, of Prince William 
  Heaven to Kitty’s lovely form has join’d 
  An elevated soul, a spotless mind; 
  Her bosom, fraught with ev’ry female grace, 
  Brightens the glowing beauties of her face. 
  Charms such as these must ev’ry breast inspire 
  With love’s soft tumults, and create desire: 
  But Kitty can of Brown alone approve, 
  His kindred virtues warm her into love; 
  To him, with modest grace, the maid resigns, 
  And her chaste rapture ev’ry joy refines. 
  Long may Hygiea bless the matchless pair, 
  And Hymen make them his peculiar care. 

(Here Mr. Rind attached a second comic verse about the bride’s father, the Rev. James 
Scott.) 



  On hearing that the Reverend Mr. —- preached 
  the sermons of other Clergymen. 
  The sermons of others ’tis said that —- preaches 
  For no man his own ever thought ‘em: 
  This censure his homily falsely impeaches, 
  Since well do I know where he bought ‘em. 

     ~~~ 

Mr. Rind couldn’t resist dishing a dig at the Scotts. Well, it’s true: the Scotts had a 
history in Dumfries. Eight years before “Kitty’s” wedding, one of her younger brothers 
created a scene that changed the lives of many. It’s obvious from the verse above that 
people have not forgotten. 

1765 - THE DUEL 

As in the year of Catherine’s marriage, Reverend James Scott was Rector of the 
Dettigen Episcopal Church. One day in September, his eighteen-year-old son 
quarreled in the village square with an older man because villagers were laughing at 
a story being passed around that Reverend Scott copied his sermons from other 
preachers. Young John Scott was stung by the insults to his father. The older man, 
Colonel John Baylis, was a Vestryman of his father’s church. Was that what angered 
John Scott the most? Why was Baylis participating in the slander of his own pastor? 

Deeply offended and aroused to a passion, John Scott went home and penned two 
letters: one to Col. Baylis, challenging him to a duel, and the second letter went to 
Scott’s brother-in-law Honorable Cuthbert Bullitt, asking Bullitt to be his Second. 
Alarmed, Cuthbert wrote immediately, pleading with young John not to send the 
challenge, but he refused. 

Col. John Baylis not only accepted the challenge, he wrote scurrilous letters that were 
published in the newspaper. On the third morning, accompanied by their Seconds, 
Scott and Baylis met on the banks of Quantico Creek. It was widely reported that, 
although Bullitt attempted to come between the shooters to “de-escalate” the 
situation, he also was caught up in the heat of the quarrel, and, in self-defense, fired 
his own pistol, fatally wounding Colonel John Baylis. Baylis died many hours later at 
Ripon Lodge, home of a relative of both Baylis and John Scott - Thomas Blackburn. 



The consequences of the duel and the death were life changing and far-reaching for 
all. At trial, Honorable Cuthbert Bullitt was exonerated; witnesses testified that he fired 
in self-defense. 

Nevertheless, Bullitt soon moved westward; he settled in what became Kentucky. 
Cuthbert Bullitt was the first Lt. Governor of Kentucky. Many Kentucky landmarks bear 
the Bullitt name, and in a curious twist that tickles this genealogist, today a Kentucky 
Bullitt descendant is married to a California-born Scott descendant. 

And the fate of young Johnny Scott? Banishment. He and his younger brother 
Gustavus, age 12, sailed to Aberdeen, Scotland, where they each received an 
education that prepared them for extraordinary involvement in the American 
Revolution and the new American government. 

By 1773, when William Rind penned his witty lines about the preaching style of the 
unnamed pastor, son Johnny was an ordained priest in the Church of England. The 
would-be duelist was now Reverend John Scott M.A., having returned to the colonies 
in 1769, licensed by Lord Bishop of London to serve as Chaplain for Sir Robert Eden, 
Governor of Maryland Colony. 

And what of our bride - chaste Kitty of “lovely form?” When she read her marriage 
notice in the Virginia Gazette, did Catherine laugh? Or did she weep in the arms of 
beloved Brown, mourning anew family shame and loss of sister and brothers from the 
family circle? 

Did she ask, “What were you thinking, Mr. William Rind?


