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The story continued to report a search 
revealed a 30-gallon boiler type still in 
the cellar in operation on a four-burner 
gasoline stove.  Arranged along the wall 
were 12 barrels of mash ready to be 
converted into moonshine, according to 
Sheriff Isaac.  The mash was made of 50 
pounds of sugar, 15 pounds of syrup 
with yeast,  to each barrel,  and would 
have produced, according to Mr. Kray, 
$800 worth of liquor inside of two 
weeks, at which time Mr. Kray expected 
to move his family to Hardin where he 
had rented a farm.  To destroy the 12 
barrels of mash it was necessary to 
transfer it in small buckets to the outside 
through a trap door on the porch and 
proved a long, tedious job.   

It was further reported two gallons of 
the illicit liquor were found on the 
premises, the rest having been taken to 
Hardin and sold for the holiday trade. Sheriff Isaac brought Kray and the still to 
Hysham, where the defendant entered a plea of guilty when arraigned and furnished 
a $360 cash bail for his appearance in district court January 7. 

Henry Kray (1882-1949) was my maternal grandfather who immigrated from the 
Netherlands in 1908 to settle in Montana.  He and my grandmother Johanna had 3 
sons (born in 1911, 1912 and 1914) when they lived in Red Lodge Montana operating 
a dairy.  In 1915 he filed for a homestead of ~630 acres in the SW part of what is now 
Treasure County.  Their daughter Johanna (my mother) was born on the homestead in 
the summer of 1917. My grandparents sold the homestead to pay off a mortgage 
debt of $9000.  They were in the process of moving into Hardin to run a dairy 
business when he was arrested. 

So where was McRae, Montana?   



It doesn't exist anymore but was in the southeastern  Montana, about 80 miles east of 
Billings.  As is evident from the photo below, it was and is a wide-open space. The 
homestead was 30 miles from any real town, Hardin to the south or Hysham to north. 
Use google maps to look for Kray Coulee to see the general area.     

How lucrative was the moonshine business?  I don't know what he paid for the 
ingredients, but today $800 in liquor would be close to $12,000. To post cash bail of 
$360, one would need about $5300.  

As I reflect on this story and the times, I wonder: Was this the time my mom 
remembered as a child when some men came to the house and her mother told her 
to stay in the back of house until she was called out?  Why were there five agents 
involved?  How did they find about Henry's still? (who tipped them off?)  What about 
the trapdoor mentioned (the porch to cellar), was it part of the original construction of 
the house or added when he ventured into the moonshine business?   


